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Progression of skills in Geography (amended 2020) 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Theme and Focus Autumn- It's Rhyme 

Time/ Helping 
hands  
Ourselves and 
Celebrations 
Where different 
countries are that, 
celebrate these 
festivals. 
Spring - Once upon 
a time/The land 
before time 
Dinosaurs and 
Stories 
Journeys in stories 
Summer - In our 
back garden/ What 
a wonderful world 

 Living Things and 
Seaside 
Kingswood 

Autumn - Home 
sweet home Around 
our school – the 
local area  Local 
Physical and Human 
Geography/ 
Geographical skills 
and Fieldwork 

Spring - Out of this 
World   Maps from 

Space, land/ oceans, 
UK,USA, Russia and 
Leicester 
Geographical skills 
and Fieldwork 
Locational/ Place 
Knowledge 

Summer  Land 
Ahoy!- Countries 
that Christopher 
Columbus visited 
throughout the world 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography 

Autumn - Travelling 
around- Investigating 
our local area / 
Canal Study   
Local Physical and 
Human Geography/ 
Geographical skills 
and Fieldwork 
Spring - London’s 
burning- London – 
landmarks (physical 
and human 
features) 
Weather  
Contrasting Locality 
– Kingswood 
(fieldwork)  
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography/ 
Fieldwork skills 
Summer  - Wonder 
Women-  
World Geography – 
hot and cold places, 
Climate and weather 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography 

Autumn Meet the 
Flintstones  
Ice age – Life in the 
North pole and 
South pole  
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography  
Spring Building an 
Empire 
Roman Empire – 
Roman Settlements, 
Roman towns and 
map work  
Where did the 
Romans come from? 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography  
Summer - Street 
detectives 
Eastfield 
investigating our 
local area through 
maps and aerial 
photographs  
Human / physical 
features of 
Eastfield  

Autumn - Tomb 
Raiders 
Rivers  
The River Nile and 
its impact on people 
and  environment  
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography  
Spring - Let the 
Battle Commence! 
Invaders 
Viking Settlements, 
map work  
Where did the 
Vikings come from 
and settle? 
Visit Tettenhall  
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Geography/ 
Fieldwork skills 
Summer – A Large 
and dirty town 

Wolverhampton  

Local 
Wolverhampton 
Geography  
Geographical skills and 
Fieldwork and 
Physical/Human 

Autumn Greece 
Lightning 
Locating the Greek 
Islands using map 
skills. Study of the 
Greek island Rhodes 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography  
Spring - Conquering 
Castles 
Settlements,  
Ordinance survey 
maps Castle 
settlements: their 
sizes and populations, 
Grid references 
Geographical skills and 
Fieldwork and 
Physical/Human 
Geography and 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge 
Summer – Black by 
day red by night 
The Black Country 
Locating and 
knowing which areas 
make up ‘The Black 
Country’ Human 
and physical 

Autumn Mexican 
Hats Tocuaro – 
Mexico A region in 
South America 
land use (settlements, 
volcanoes) 
Hemisphere 
/longitude and 
latitude / equator 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge and 
Physical/Human 
Geography  
Spring Nautical 
Know How Weather 
around the world 
Locations around the 
world and their 
weather patterns 
(link to Drake’s 
journey)Continent of 
Africa Climatic 
Zones – Global 
climate change 
measuring rainfall 
in Wolverhampton 
Geographical skills and 
Fieldwork and 
Physical/Human 
Geography and 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge 
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Geographical skills and 
Fieldwork and 
Physical/Human 
Geography 

Geography and 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge 

features of the 
‘Black Country’ 
Geographical skills and 
Fieldwork and 
Physical/Human 
Geography and 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge 
 

Summer – The 
War at home 
Wolverhampton and 
beyond  Contrasting 
Locality – Betwys Y 
Coed How does a 
village compare to a 
city? UK Geography 
Carrying out surveys 
etc. Mountain 
environment 
Snowdonia 
Geographical skills and 
Fieldwork and 
Physical/Human 
Geography and 
Locational/ Place 
knowledge 
 

Skills:  Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Locational Knowledge  Talk about the 

features of their 
own immediate 
environment and 
how environments 
might vary from 
one another.  

Explain where I live 
using parts of my 
address. 
 
Name the four 
countries in the UK 
and locate them on 
a map.  

Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans. 

 
 
Name and locate 
countries and capital 
cities in the UK.  
 

Identify the positions 
of the Northern and 
Southern hemisphere 
 
Understand that 
continents are made 
up of countries 
 
Locate and name 
countries that make 
up the British Isles 
and identify their 
capital cities. 
 

Carry out research 
to identify villages, 
towns or cities in the 
local areas. 
 
Find at least six 
cities on a UK map. 

Locate the main 
countries in Europe 
and Greece. Locate 
and name principal 
cities. 
 
Compare 2 
different regions in 
UK rural/urban. 
 
Locate and name the 
main counties and 
cities in England. 
 

Identify the main 
environmental 
regions, physical and 
human 
characteristics. 
 
Locate the main 
countries on a world 
map in Africa, 
North and South 
America. 
 
Identify areas of 
extreme temperatures 
and weather. 
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Explain how time 
zones work and 
calculate time 
differences around 
the world. 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Place Knowledge  Know about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to places. 
 
Talk about the 
features of their 
own immediate 
environment.  

Compare human 
and physical 
features of 
Wolverhampton and 
other countries. 
 
Talk about my local 
area and begin to 
discuss similarities 
and differences. 

Describe a place 
outside Europe 
discussing similarities 
and differences. 
 
Discuss similarities 
and differences 
between a small area 
of the UK with a 
small area of a 
contrasting non-
European country 
(Turkey). 
 
Describe features of 
an island (UK) 

Explain the 
difference between 
Great Britain and 
the UK. 
 
Compare a region of 
the UK with another 
European region 
(Eastfield/Rome) 

Explain why people 
may be attracted to 
live in cities. 
 
Explain why people 
are attracted to live 
by rivers. 
 
Locate the longest 
river in the world. 

Compare 2 
different regions in 
the UK 
 
Compare a region in 
the UK with a region 
in Europe (Greece 
and 
Wolverhampton) 

Compare a region in 
UK Wolverhampton 
with Betws Y Coed 
and Mexico looking at 
significant 
differences and 
similarities.  
 
Depending on new 
residential location. 
 
 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Human and Physical 
Geography 

Know about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to places 
and the weather.  
 
Talk about the 
features of their 
own immediate 
environment and 

Name the 4 seasons. 
 
Explain some of the 
main things that are 
in hot and cold 
places. 
 
Identify some of the 
hot and cold places 

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to:  

key physical 
features, including 
previous year group 
and forest, hill, 
mountain, soil, valet, 

Observe and record 
human and physical 
features of the local 
area and begin to 
give reasons for 
their locations. 

Explain why many 
cities are situated 
close to rivers. 
Explain the course of 
a river. 
 
Describe and 
understand the 
water cycle. 
 

Describe key features 
of physical 
geography including 
coasts, climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts. 
 
Talk about different 
types of settlement 

Describe and  
Identify weather 
patterns around the 
world.  
 
Explore how the 
physical geography 
of an area can 
affect the human 
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how environments 
might vary from 
one another. 

in relation to the 
equator. 
 
Identify the location 
of hot and cold 
areas of the world 
in relation to the 
Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles  

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to:  

key physical 
features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, 
sea, season, weather, 
port, harbour, 
forest, hill, 
mountain, soil. 

key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, 
farm, house, office. 

vegetation, ocean 
and river.  

key human features, 
including previous 
year group and city, 
town, village, 
factory, farm, 
house, office and 
shop.  

Talk about different 
settlements in 
modern Britain. 

and their land use 
(castles). 
 
Discuss the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
linked with land use 
(castles). 
 

geography and vice 
versa.  
 
Identify earth 
climate and areas of 
extreme 
temperatures, 
Sahara desert, 
Death Valley 
California, 
Antarctica, Russia, 
India and Chile. 
 
Identify extreme 
weather patterns 
around the world. 
Lightning, Tsunami, 
Tropical storms, 
Hurricanes, Floods, 
Hail storms, 
Blizzards and 
Tornadoes. 
 
Begin to understand 
economic activity 
including trade links. 
 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Geographical Skills 
and Field Work  

Use simple 
pictures/photographs 
of places in school 
and the local area 
to find their way 
around and 

Use world maps, to 
identify land and 
sea. 
 
Use atlases and 
globes to identify the 

     Use an aerial map 
to find our school. 

Use aerial 
photographs to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping. 
 

Use maps, aerial 
maps atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate 
countries and 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate 
countries and 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate 
countries and 
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identify key 
features.   

United Kingdom and 
its countries. 
 
Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to look at its 
surrounding areas. 

 
 
 
 
 

and physical 
features (London) 

Use directional 
language (near, far, 
left and right) 

Use simple compass 
directions NEWS 
(Kingswood) 

Devise a simple map 
and use basic map 
symbols building on 
the previous year 
(road, church, 
building river canal) 

 

 

Use the four points 
of a compass on a 
map. 
 
Use some Ordnance 
Survey map symbols 
by building on 
symbols already used 
in KS1(canal,, school, 
post office, place of 
worship ad sports 
centre) 
 
 

describe features 
studied 
 
Confidently use the 
four points of a 
compass on a map. 
 
Use a four-figured 
grid reference 

describe features 
studied 
 
Begin to use the eight 
points of a compass. 
 
Begin to use six 
figure grid 
references 
 
Use symbols and keys 
on an ordnance 
survey map, building 
on previous learning 
and including: castle, 
parking, site of 
battle and view 
point) 
 
 

describe features 
studied 
 
Extend to 6 figure 
grid references with 
teaching of latitude 
and longitude in 
depth. 
Expand map skills to 
include non-UK 
countries. 
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure and 
record the human 
and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range 
of methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies.  
(Betwys Y Coed) 

 


