
Reading Expectations    Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 
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 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Word Level   
1 I can match all 40+ graphemes to their phonemes.   
2 I can blend sounds in unfamiliar words.   
3 I can divide words into syllables.   
GD 1 I can read accurately and confidently words of 2 or more syllables.   
4 I can read compound words.   
5 I can read words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe 

represents the missing letters.  
  

6 I can read phonetically decodable words.   

GD 2 
I can read a number of signs and labels in the environment drawing 
from my phonic knowledge when doing so. 

  

7 I can use my phonic knowledge to read alternative sounds for graphemes 
(letters and sounds phase 5).  

  

8 I can read words that end with ‘s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er, -est.   
9 I can read words which start with un-.   
10 I can add –ing, -ed and –er to verbs (Where no change is needed to the 

root word). 
  

11 I can read unfamiliar words of more than one syllable that contain 
taught GPCs (phase 5 letters and sounds).  

  

12 I can read common exception words (e.g. for phase 5 letters and sounds).   
13 I can re-read some sentences to improve fluency and confidence.   
GD 3 I can re-read a passage to improve my comprehension.   
GD 4 I can recognise mistakes in my reading when it does not make sense.   
GD 5 I am happy to read aloud in front of others.   
 Comprehension   
14 I can discuss the significance of the title and events.    
15 I can say what they like and do not like about a text.   

GD 6 
I can tell someone about what I like and dislike related to a story I have 
read or a story I have had read to me. 

  

GD 7 I can talk about my favourite authors or genre of books.   
16 I can link what I have heard or read to my own experiences.   
17 I can retell key stories orally using narrative language.   
18 I can talk about the main characters within a well-known story.   
19 I can listen to and discuss stories (fairy stories and traditional tales).   
20 I can listen to and discuss poetry.   
21 I can listen to and discuss non-fiction content.   
GD 8 I have a growing awareness of how non-fiction texts are organised.   
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22 I can learn some poems and rhymes by heart.   
23 I can use what I already know to understand texts.   
GD 9 I can use illustrations as an important feature in helping me to read.   
24 I am beginning to draw inferences from the text and/or the illustrations.    
25 I can make predictions about events in the text.   
GD 10 I can predict what happens next in familiar stories.   
26 I can explain what I think a text is about.    
27 I can join in with predictable phrases.   
28 I can answer simple questions about the text.   
29 I can discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those already 

known. 
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 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Word Reading    
1 I can read words fluently by applying phonic knowledge and skills 

(automatic decoding). 
  

2 I can read accurately by blending sounds in words, especially recognising 
alternative sounds.  

  

3 I can read accurately words of two or more syllables.   
4 I can read words with common suffixes.   
5 I can read common exception words.    
6 I can read and comment on unusual correspondence between grapheme 

and phoneme. 
  

7 I can read most words quickly and accurately, without overt segmenting 
and blending, when they have been frequently encountered. 

  

8 I can read aloud books, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, 
automatically and without hesitation. 

  

9 I can re-read books to improve fluency and confidence.   
GD 1 I can read with expression and intonation.   
 Comprehension   
10 I listen to, discuss and express views about a range of genres, (those that 

they listen to or those that they have read).  
   

11 
I show an understanding of the main points of the text (those that they 
listen to or those that they have read). 

  

12 I can discuss the sequence of events in books and how they relate to each 
other. 

  

GD 2 
I can make links between the book I am reading and other books I have 
read  

  

GD 3 I can identify and comment on the main characters in stories and the 
way they relate to one another. 

  

GD 4 
I can make links between characters in a book to other characters I have 
read about. 

  

13 I know that non-fiction books are structured in different ways.   

GD 5 
I can extract information from non-fiction texts, appropriately, using 
contents, index, headings and glossary. 

  

14 I can retell stories, including fairy stories and traditional tales.   
15 I can find recurring language in stories and poems.   
16 I can discuss and clarify the meaning of new words, linking new 

meanings to known vocabulary.  
  

17 I can talk about my favourite words and phrases.   
18 I can recite some poems by heart, with appropriate intonation.    
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19 I can read for meaning and check that the text makes sense, going back 
and re-reading when it does not make sense. 

  

20 I can answer and asks questions about the text.   
21 I can make predictions based on what I have read.   

GD 6 
I can make a plausible prediction about what might happen based on what 
has been read so far. 

  

22 I can make inferences from illustrations, events, characters’ actions and 
speech.  
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 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Word Reading    
1 I can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to 

understand the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
  

2 I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

  

3 I can attempt pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on prior 
knowledge of similar looking words. 

  

GD 1 I can read ahead to determine direction and meaning in a story.   
 Comprehension   
4 I can read, listen and discuss a range of fiction, forms of poetry (free 

verse, narrative), plays, and non-fiction texts. 
  

5 I can read books that are structured in different ways and read for a 
range of purposes. 

  

6 I can use a dictionary to check the meaning of unfamiliar words.   

GD 2 
I am beginning to find meaning beyond the literal, e.g. the way 
impressions of people are conveyed through choice of detail and language. 

  

7 I can increase my familiarity with a wide range of books and retell some 
of these orally.   

  

8 I can identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books.    
9 I can prepare poems to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action. 
  

10 I can discuss words and phrases that captures the reader’s interest and 
imagination. 

  

11 I can recognise some different forms of poetry.   
12 I can recognise, read, re-read and rehearse poems and plays for 

presentation and performance.  
  

13 I can discuss language in poetry, including vocabulary, extending my 
interest in the meaning and origin of words  

  

GD 3 I explore the relationship between a poet and the subject of a poem   

GD 4 
I explore figurative language (simile, metaphor etc) and the way it conveys 
meaning effectively. 

  

14 I can check that the text makes sense, discussing my understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context.  

  

15 I can ask relevant questions to get a better understanding of a text.   
GD 5 I can skim material and note down different views and arguments.   
16 I can draw inferences, such as inferring a characters’ feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions. 
  

17 I can justify my inferences with evidence.   
18 I can predict what might happen from the details stated and implied.    
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19 I can identify the main points in a paragraph and summarise these.    
20 I can explain how language, structure and presentation contributes to the 

meaning of texts. 
  

21 I can use non-fiction texts to record and retrieve information, using the 
context, index etc effectively.  

  

22 I can describe some of the different types of fiction books.   
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 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Word Reading    
1 I can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read 

aloud and to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
  

2 I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

  

3 I can attempt pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on prior 
knowledge of similar looking words. 

  

GD 1 
I can show an awareness of the listener through the use of pauses, giving 
emphasis and keeping up an appropriate pace so as to entertain and 
maintain interest. 

  

 Comprehension   
4 I can recognise a range of fiction, forms of poetry (free verse, 

narrative), plays, and non-fiction texts. 
  

5 I know which books to select for specific purposes, especially in relation to 
science, geography and history learning. 

  

GD 2 
I can skim, scan and organise non-fiction information under different 
headings. 

  

6 I am familiar with a range of books including, fairy stories, myths and 
legends and can tell some of these orally. 

  

7 I can use a dictionary to check the meaning of unfamiliar words.   
8 I can check that the text makes sense to me and discuss my 

understanding. 
  

9 I can discuss and record words and phrases that writers use to engage 
and impact on the reader. 

  

GD 3 I can recognise complex sentences.   
10 I can identify some of the literary conventions in different texts.   
11 I can identify the (simple) themes in texts.   
12 I can prepare poems to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action. 
  

13 I can explain the meaning of words in context.   
14 I can identify and summarise the main point from more than one 

paragraph. 
  

15 I can ask relevant questions to improve my understanding of a text.    
16 I can infer meanings and begin to justify them with evidence from the 

text. 
  

GD 4 
I can use inference and deduction to work out the characteristics of 
different people from a story. 

  

17 I can predict what might happen from details stated and from the 
information I have deduced. 

  

GD 5 I can refer to the text to support their predictions and opinions.   
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18 I can identify where a writer has used precise word choices for effect to 
impact on the reader. 

  

19 I can identify some text type organisational features, for example, 
narrative, explanation and persuasion. 

  

GD 6 
I show an understanding that in persuasive writing, including articles and 
advertisements there will be two different points of view. 

  

20 I can identify how language, structure and presentation contributes to the 
meaning of texts. 

  

21 I can retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts.   

GD 7 
I can locate and uses information from a range of sources, both fiction 
and non-fiction. 

  

22 I can build on others’ ideas and opinions about a text in discussion.   

GD 8 
I can talk widely about different authors, giving some information about 
their backgrounds and the type of literature they produce. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Expectations    Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

A Year 5 Reader                                         Page 1 

 TARGETS  SEEN  SECURE 
 Word Reading    
1 I can apply knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud 

and to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
  

2 I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound. 

  

3 I can attempt pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on prior 
knowledge of similar looking words. 

  

4 I can re-read and read ahead to check for meaning   
 Comprehension   
5 I am familiar with and can talk about a wide range of books and text 

types, including myths, legends and traditional stories and books from 
other cultures and traditions, discuss the features of each. 

  

6 I can read non-fiction texts and identify the purpose, structure and 
grammatical features, evaluating how effective they are. 

  

7 I can retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts.   
8 I can identify significant ideas, events and characters; and discusses their 

significance.  
  

9 I can recite poems by heart, e.g. narrative verse, haiku.   
10 I can discuss themes, conventions and key points in different text types.   
11 I can recommend books to others and give my reasons why.   

GD 1 
I can express opinions in detail about a text, using an appropriate quote to 
support their ideas or opinions (Point, Evidence. 

  

GD 2 
I can adapt my own opinion in the light of further reading or others’ 
ideas. 

  

12 I can use meaning-seeking strategies to explore the meaning of words in 
context, idiomatic and figurative language. 

  

13 I can identify and comment on a writer’s use of language for effect for 
example, precisely chosen adjectives, similes and personification.  

  

14 I can identify grammatical features used by the writer (rhetorical 
questions, varied sentence lengths, varied sentence starters, empty words) to 
impact on the reader. 

  

GD 3 
I can explain how a writer’s use of language and grammatical features 
have been used to create effects and impact on the reader 

  

GD 4 
I can explain how punctuation marks the grammatical boundaries of 
sentences and gives meaning. 

  

15 I can draw inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts 
and motives from their actions and justifies them using evidence from 
the text, wider reading and personal experience (Point, evidence. 

  

GD 5 I can empathise with different characters’ points of view.   
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16 I can make predictions from what has been read.   
17 I can summarise the main ideas drawn from a text.    
18 I can identify the effect of the context on a text; for example, historical 

context or other cultures. 
  

19 I can identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to the 
meaning of a text. 

  

GD 6 I know the way a text is organised supports the purpose of the writing.   
GD 7 I can identify formal and informal language.    
20 I can make connections between other similar texts, prior knowledge and 

experience. 
  

21 I can compare different versions of texts and talk about their differences 
and similarities. 

  

GD 8 
I can compare texts by the same writer and by different writers on the 
same topic. 

  

22 I can listen to and build on others’ ideas and opinions about a text.   
23 I can present an oral overview or summary of a text (using notes where 

necessary). 
  

24 I can present the author’s viewpoint of a text (using notes where 

necessary). 
  

25 I can present a personal point of view based on what has been read (using 

notes where necessary) and listen to others’ personal point of view. 
  

26 I know the difference between fact and opinion.   
27 I can use my knowledge of structure of text type and text marking to 

identify key information in a text. 
  

GD 10 
I can use the structure of a non-fiction text to find key information 

quickly e.g. glossary/contents/index/timeline. 
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 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Word Reading    
1 I can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read 

aloud and to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
  

2 I can use my combined knowledge of phonemes and word derivations to 
pronounce words correctly, e.g. arachnophobia. 

  

3 I can read fluently, using punctuation to inform meaning.   
 Comprehension   
4 I am familiar with and can talk about a wide range of books and text 

types, including myths, legends and traditional stories and books from 
other cultures and traditions discuss the features of each. 

  

5 I can recognise texts that contain features from more than one text type.   

GD 1 
I can read several texts on the same topic to find and compare 
information.  

  

6 I can retrieve record and present information from non-fiction texts.   
7  I can evaluate the effectiveness of a text (structure and presentation.    
8 I can read non-fiction texts to help with my learning and raise queries 

about texts. 
  

9 I can give a personal response to a range of literature and non-fiction 
texts, stating preferences and justifying them. 

  

10 I can identify themes and conventions in different text types.   

GD 2 
I can recognise the social, historical and cultural impact on the themes in 
a text. 

  

11 I can identify the key points in a text using skimming to establish the 
main idea. 

  

12 I can identify key details that support the main ideas in fiction and non-
fiction texts and summarises key information from different parts of a 
text. 

  

13 I can recite and prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action. 

  

14 I can make predictions about what might happen from details stated and 
implied. 

  

15 I show awareness of the writer’s craft by commenting on use of 
language, grammatical features and structure of texts.  

  

GD 3 
I evaluate the impact of the grammatical features/techniques used to 
create mood, atmosphere, key messages, attitudes. 

  

GD 4 
I can evaluate the styles of different writers with evidence and 
explanation. 

  

16 I can express a personal point of view about a text, giving reasons linked to 
evidence from texts (Point, evidence, explain). 
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17 I can make connections between other similar texts, prior knowledge and 
experience and explain the links. 

  

GD 5 
I can compare and contrast the language, characters, themes and 
structure in two different texts by the same and different writers. 

  

18 I can explain and comment on explicit and implicit points of view.    

GD 6 
I can explain the author’s viewpoint in a text and present an alternative 
point of view (Point, evidence, explain). 

  

19 I can present through a formal presentation, debate, a counter-argument, 
a personal point of view based on what has been read and in response to 
other’s points of view. 

  

20 I can listen to others’ ideas and opinions about a text.   
21 I can build on others’ ideas and opinions about a text in discussion.   
GD 7 I can explain the main purpose of a text and summarises it succinctly.   
22 I can distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.   
23 I can use scanning techniques to find specific information.   
24  I can organise information or evidence appropriately.   
25 I can draw inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions and justifies with evidence from the text 
(Point, evidence, explain) 

  

GD 8 I can draw inferences from subtle clues across a complete text.   

GD 9 
I can identify and explain how characters change during the events of a 
longer novel. 

  

26 I can explain an opinion in fiction/non-fiction, referring to the text to 
justify it; (Point, evidence, explanation). 

  

 

       

 

   

 



Writing Expectations    Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

A Year 1 Writer                                   Page 1 

 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Spelling   
1 I can use my phonic knowledge to spell words containing each of the 

40+ phonemes. 
  

2 I can spell common exception words from phase 2, 3, 4 and 5.    
3 I can spell the days of the week.    
4 I can name the letters of the alphabet in order and use the letter 

names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same phoneme.  
  

5 I can write a simple sentence dictated by my teacher.    
 Handwriting    
6 I can sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and 

correctly. 
  

7 I understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ and 
begin to form these letters in the correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place. 

  

8 I can form capital letters.   
9 I can form digits 0-9.   
GD1 I know which letters sit below the line (descenders) and which are tall 

letters (ascenders).  
  

 Composition (Plan, Draft, Evaluate and Edit)   
 Plan   
10 I can say out loud what I am going to write.    
11 I can compose a sentence orally before writing it.   
 Draft   
12 I can sequence sentences in chronological order to recount an event or 

experience 
  

GD2 I can use new words for the first time in stories or explanations and I 
enjoy experimenting with new words.  

  

 Evaluate and Edit   
13 I can re-read what I have written to check that it makes sense.    
14 I can read aloud my writing clearly enough to be heard by others.     
 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation   
 Word   
15 I can use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker 

for nouns e.g. cats, boxes, fishes, balls.  
  

16 I can use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the third person 
singular marker for verbs e.g. runs, pushes, catches, taps. 

  

17 I can use the prefix ‘un’ to change the meaning of words.    
18 I can use the suffixes ‘er’, ‘est’, ‘ed’ and ‘ing’ correctly in my writing.     



 Y1 Writing Targets                                    Page 2   

 Sentence structure   
19 I can combine words to make a sentence.    
20 I can join two sentences using ‘and’.    
GD3 I can use words other than ‘and’ and ‘then’ to join ideas together and 

I can make my sentences longer.  
  

 Text structure   
21 I can sequence sentences to form a narrative.   
 Punctuation   
22 I can leave spaces between words.   
23 I can use ‘I’ when talking about myself.    
24 I can use a capital letter to start a sentence.    
GD4 I am consistent in my use of lower case and capital letters.    
25 I can use a full stop to end a sentence.    
26 I am beginning to punctuate a sentence using a question mark and an 

exclamation mark.  
  

27 I can use capital letters for names of people, places and days of the 
week.  

  

 Key Terminology   
 letter, capital letter 

word, singular, plural 
sentence 
punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark 
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 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Spelling   
1 I can segment spoken words into phonemes and record these as 

graphemes. 
  

2 I can spell words with alternatives spellings, including a few common 
homophones and near homophones.  

  

3 I can use my knowledge of alternative phonemes to narrow down 
possibilities for accurate spelling. 

  

4 I can spell longer words using suffixes such as ‘ment’, ‘ness’, ‘ful’, ‘less’, 
‘ly’. 

  

5 I can spell contractions (can’t, didn’t, it’s)   
6 I can spell words with a possessive apostrophe (the man’s shoes)   
7 I can write a simple sentence dictated by my teacher.    
 Handwriting    
8 I can form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another.   
9 I am beginning to use some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to 

join letters. 
  

GD1 I am consistently using diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some 
letters.  

  

10 I show that I know which letters are best left unjoined.   
11 I use capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and 

relationship to one another and to lower case letters. 
  

12 I use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.   
 Composition (Plan, Draft, Evaluate and Edit)   
 Plan   
13 I can plan and discuss the content of writing and record my ideas.   
14 I can plan ideas, key words and new vocabulary    
15 I am able to orally rehearse structured sentences or sequences of sentences.   
 Draft   
16 I am developing a positive attitude and stamina towards writing for a 

range of purposes.  
  

17 I can write narratives about personal experiences and those of others, both 
real and fictional. 

  

18 I can write for different purposes, including real events.    
19 I can write poetry.    
GD2 I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on 

my reading to inform my vocabulary and grammar choices.  
  

 Evaluate and Edit   
20 I can evaluate my own writing independently, with friends and with an 

adult. 
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21 I can proof-read to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation.   
22 I can re-read my work to check that my writing makes sense and read it 

aloud with intonation and expression.  
  

GD3 I can make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to my 
own writing.  

  

 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation   
 Word   
23 I can form nouns using suffixes such as –ness and –er and by 

compounding words e.g. whiteboard, superman. 
  

24 I can form adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, -less.    
25 I can use the suffixes –er and –est in adjectives and the use of –ly to 

turn adjectives into adverbs.  
  

 Sentence structure   
26 I can use subordination e.g. using when, if, that, because    
27 I can use co-ordination e.g. or, and, but   
28 I can use expanded noun phrases  e.g. the blue butterfly   
29 I can say how the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function 

as a statement, question, exclamation or command. 
  

 Text structure   
30 I consistently use the present tense and past tense correctly.   
31 I can use the progressive forms of verbs in the present and past tense e.g. 

she is drumming, he is shouting.  
  

 Punctuation   
32 I use capital letters consistently for names of people, places, days of the 

week and to start a sentence. 
  

33 I can use full stops (write a statement)   
34 I can use question marks correctly (write a question)   
35 I can use exclamation marks correctly (write an exclamation or command)   
36 I can use commas to separate items in a list.   
37 I can use apostrophes to show where letters are missing.    
38 I can use apostrophes to mark singular possession in nouns.   
GD4 I can use the punctuation taught in year 1 and year 2 mostly correctly.    
 Key Terminology   
 noun, noun phrase 

statement, question, exclamation, command 
compound, suffix 
adjective, adverb, verb 
tense (past, present) 
apostrophe, comma 
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 TARGETS SEEN  SECURE  
 Spelling     
1 I can use prefixes and suffixes and understand the spelling rules to add 

them to root words. 
    

2 I can spell most words correctly from the Y3/4 word list.    
3 I can recognise and spell homophones.   
4 I can use the first 2 letters of a word to check spelling and meaning in a 

dictionary. 
  

5 I can write from memory a simple sentence dictated by the teacher.   
 Handwriting    
6 I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters.   
7 I can identify which letters should be left unjoined.   
 Composition (Plan, Draft, Evaluate and Edit)   
 Plan   
8 I can discuss the structure, vocabulary and grammar in writing similar to 

that I am going to write. 
  

9 I can discuss and record my ideas.   
 Draft   
10 I can compose and rehearse my sentences orally (including dialogue).    
11 I can write a narrative with a clear structure, character, setting and plot.   
GD1 I can use powerful verbs and noun phrases to show character and add 

impact. 
  

12 I can organise paragraphs around a theme.   
13 I can begin to use simple organisational devices in non-narrative writing for 

example headings and sub-headings. 
  

14 I can use sentences with more than one clause by the use of conjunctions 
including when, if, because, although. 

  

GD2 I can develop complex sentences: main and subordinate sentences with a 
range of subordination. 

  

15 I can begin to use dialogue in a narrative using appropriate punctuation.   
16 I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time.   
17 I can indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns.   
18 I can use nouns or pronouns for cohesion and to avoid repetition.   
 Evaluate and Edit   
19 I can assess the effectiveness of my own and others’ writing.   
20 I can propose changes to grammar and up level vocabulary to improve 

my writing. 
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21 I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.   
22 I can read aloud my composition to a group or whole class, using 

appropriate intonation, controlling the tone and volume so that 
meaning is clear. 

  

 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation   
 Word   
23 I can use the appropriate article a/an before the noun according to 

the whether the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel. eg a 
rock, an open box    

  

GD3 I can use more specific and technical vocabulary to add detail   
24 I can identify word families based on common words, showing how 

words are related in form and meaning. eg. solve, solution, solver 
dissolve, insoluble 

  

 Sentence structure   
25 I can express time, place and cause using conjunctions eg. when, before, 

after, while, so, because. 
  

26 I can express time, place and cause using prepositions eg. before, after, 
during, in, because of. 

  

27 I can express time, place, cause using adverbs eg. next, soon, therefore.   
GD4 I can use short sentences for emphasis and to make key points. eg. Sam 

was really unhappy.  Visit the farm now. 
  

 Text structure   
28 I can begin to use a paragraph to group related material.   
29 I can use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past 

eg. He has gone out to play contrasted with He went out to play. 
  

30 I can use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation.   
 Punctuation   
31 I can use commas after a fronted adverb.   
32 I can use a colon to introduce a list.   
33 I can begin to use inverted commas, capital letters and commas to 

punctuate direct speech.  
  

34 I can use an ellipsis to allow the reader to imagine the consequences.   
 Key Terminology   
 word family, prefix 

clause, subordinate clause  
direct speech and inverted commas 
consonant, vowel 
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 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Spelling   
1 I can use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the spelling rules to 

add them to root words. 
  

2 I can spell most words correctly from the Y3/4 word list.   
3 I can recognise and spell homophones accurately in the correct context.   
4 I can use the first 3 letters of a word to check spelling and meaning in a 

dictionary. 
  

5 I can write from memory a simple sentence dictated by the teacher that 
includes words and punctuation taught so far. 

  

 Handwriting    
6 I can use the diagonal, horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters, 

and which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 
  

7 I can increase the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting by 
ensuring my downstrokes are parallel, the same length and the same 
distance apart. 

  

 Composition (Plan, Draft, Evaluate and Edit)   
 Plan   
8 I can discuss and learn from the structure, vocabulary and grammar in 

writing similar to that I am going to write. 
  

9 I can plan and develop my ideas logically.   
 Draft   
10 I can compose and rehearse my sentences orally (including dialogue).    
11 I can write a narrative with a clear structure, character, setting and plot.   
12 I can use simple organisational devices in non-narrative writing for example 

headings and sub-headings. 
  

13 I can include a varied and rich vocabulary in my writing.   
14 I can extend the range of sentences used with more than one clause by the 

use of a wider range of conjunctions. 
  

15 I can integrate dialogue into a narrative using accurate punctuation.   
GD1 I can use dialogue and reactions from other characters to make my writing 

interesting for the reader. 
  

16 I can use a conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause.   
17 I can indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns.   
18 I can accurately use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the 

past tense 
  

 Evaluate and Edit   
19 I can assess the effectiveness of my own and others’ writing.   
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20 I can propose changes to grammar and up level vocabulary to improve 
my writing. 

  

21 I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.   
22 I can read aloud my compostion to a group or whole class, using 

appropriate intonation, controlling the tone and volume so that 
meaning is clear. 

  

 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation   
 Word   
23 I can understand the difference between plural and possessive –s eg 

girls’ and girl’s    
  

24 I can use the correct Standard English verb inflections eg. we were 
instead of we was, I did instead of I done. 

  

 Sentence structure   
25 I can identify and use noun phrases expanded by the addition of 

modifying adjectives, nouns with preposition phrases. eg. The teacher 
is… expanded to:The strict maths teacher with curly hair. 

  

26 I can use appropriate fronted adverbials in my writing.   
27 I can identify and use simple, compound and complex sentences.   
GD2 I can deliberately use simple sentences to speed up action or for impact.   
 Text structure   
28 I can use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme.   
29 I can choose the appropriate pronoun or noun within and across 

sentences for cohesion and avoid repetition. 
  

 Punctuation   
30 I can use commas after a fronted adverbial.   
31 I can accurately use commas for clauses.   
GD3 I can re-order sentences so they create maximum effect and impact.   
32 I can punctuate direct speech accurately using inverted commas, capital 

letters and a comma accurately. eg. Comma after the reporting clause 
and end punctuation with inverted commas: The conductor shouted, 
“Sit down!”  

  

33 I can use an apostrophe for plural possession accurately.   
GD4 I can use commas or ellipses in order to create greater clarity and 

effect in my writing. 
  

 Key Terminology   
 determiner 

pronoun  and possessive pronoun 
adverbial 

  

 

 



Writing Expectations    Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

A Year 5 Writer                                   Page 1 

 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Spelling   
1 I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes or verb prefixes.   
2 I can spell most words correctly from the Y5 word list.   
3 I understand the use of morphology and etymology in spelling and 

understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, 
  

4 I can spell words with silent letters. eg. knight, psalm, solemn   
5 I can use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling and meaning 

in a dictionary. 
  

 Handwriting    
6 I can increase the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting.   
7 I can use joined handwriting consistently throughout a whole piece work.   
 Composition (Plan, Draft, Evaluate and Edit)   
 Plan   
8 I can identify and discuss the audience for and purpose of the writing.   
GD1 I can use my plan effectively for a range of writing genres, drawing on 

other models that I have read, noting ideas from research where necessary. 
  

9 I can plan and develop my ideas, drawing on other reading examples where 
necessary. 

  

10 I can consider how authors have developed characters and settings in what I 
have read, listened to or seen performed. 

  

 Draft   
11 I can use the correct features and layout appropriate to the text type.    
12 I can select appropriate vocabulary to have an impact on the reader eg 

formal and informal 
  

13 I can use appropriate grammar to have an impact on the reader eg. a 
range of sentence starters, relative clauses, adverbials of time 

  

14 I can integrate dialogue into a narrative to develop character and action.   
GD2 I can distinguish between the language of speech and writing choosing the 

appropriate register. 
  

15 I can use a range of devices to build cohesion across paragraphs. eg 
Sentence structure and adverbials of time. 

  

16 I can use expanded noun phrases to convey well-chosen detail concisely.   
17 .I can use a range of stylistic devices in my writing eg. Alliteration, 

Rhetorical questions, similes and hyperboles.  
  

18 I can precis longer passages of text.   
19 I can write in the correct person and tense throughout a piece of writing.   
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 Evaluate and Edit   
20 I can assess the effectiveness of my own and others’ writing   
21 I can propose changes to vocabulary and grammar and punctuation to 

enhance effects and clarify meaning. 
  

22 I can ensure the consistent use of tense throughout a piece of writing.   
23 I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.   
 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation   
 Word   
24 I can understand the difference between formal and informal 

language. eg colloquialisms, contractions or first person pronouns such 
as 'I' or 'We' 

  

25 I can change nouns into expanded noun phrases to add detail.   
26 I can use modal verbs to indicate a degree of possibility eg might, 

should, will, must. 
  

 Sentence structure   
27 I can identify and use the relative pronoun in my writing.   
28 I can use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 

whose, that or with an implied relative pronoun. 
  

29 I can recognise and use the subjunctive form.   
GD3 I can use the subjunctive form in formal writing and know that 

certain verbs require a different verb form. 
  

30 I can use the perfect form of verbs to mark the relationship of time.   
 Text structure   
31 I can use cohesive devices across a paragraph eg. adverbials of time, 

number or tense choices. 
  

32 I can build cohesion across paragraphs eg. then, after that, this.   
 Punctuation   
33 I can use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis.   
34 I can use commas accurately to mark phrases and clauses.   
35 I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity.   
GD4 I can use most of the punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 correctly and 

when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning. 
  

 Key Terminology   
 relative pronoun and relative clause 

modal verbs 
cohesion and ambiguity 
commas for clauses 
parenthesis, brackets, dashes 

  

 

 



Writing Expectations    Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

A Year 6 Writer                                   Page 1 

 TARGETS SEEN SECURE 
 Spelling   
1 I can distinguish between homophones and other words, which are often 

confused. 
  

2 I can spell most words correctly from the Y5/6 word list.   
3 I understand that the spelling of some words need to be learnt specifically.    
4 I can use a range of spelling strategies.    
5 I can write from memory a simple sentence dictated by the teacher.   
6 I can use any dictionary or thesaurus.   
 Handwriting    
7 I can increase the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting.   
8 I can maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed, by 

using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 
and understand which letters are left unjoined. 

  

 Composition (Plan, Draft, Evaluate and Edit)   
 Plan   
9 I can identify the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for my own 
  

10 I can plan and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary. 

  

 Draft   
11 I can write effectively for a range of purposes, selecting appropriate 

grammar for a narrative and understand how such choices can change 
and enhance meaning. 

  

12 I can write effectively for a range of purposes, selecting appropriate 
vocabulary for a narrative and understand how such choices can change 
and enhance meaning. 

  

GD1 I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences selecting 
appropriate form and drawing independently on what I have read as 
models for my writing. eg. Literary language, characterisation, structure. 

  

13 I can describe settings, character and atmosphere in narratives.   
GD2 I can control complex sentences, manipulating the clauses to achieve specific 

effects.  
  

14 I can integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action in 
narratives. 

  

15 I can identify the difference between vocabulary of informal speech 
and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and writing eg. Find 
out/discover   ask for/request    go in/enter. 
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GD3 I can use an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, 
particularly through the manipulation of grammar and vocabulary. 

  

 Evaluate and Edit   
16 I can assess the effectiveness of my own and others’ writing   
17 I can propose changes to vocabulary and grammar and punctuation to 

enhance effects and clarify meaning. 
  

18 I can ensure the consistent use of tense throughout a piece of writing.   
19 I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.   
 Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation   
 Word   
20 I can understand the difference between vocabulary typical of 

informal and formal speech. eg. find out-discover  ask for-request 
  

21 I understand how words are related by meaning as synonyms and 
antonyms 

  

 Sentence structure   
22 I can use the passive verbs to affect how information is presented.   
23 I can use modal verbs to affect degrees of possibility   
 Text structure   
24 I can use cohesive devices to link ideas. eg. repetition, adverbials, ellipsis   
25 I can use a range of layout devices eg. Headings, sub-headings, 

columns, bullets or tables to structure non-fiction texts. 
  

 Punctuation   
26 I can use the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between 

independent clauses. eg. It’s raining; I’m fed up. 
  

27 I can use the semi-colon within lists.   
28 I can use bullet points to list information.   
29 I know how to use a hyphen to avoid ambiguity, eg. Man eating shark 

vs Man-eating shark or recover vs re-cover. 
  

GD4 I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 correctly 
and when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning 
and avoid ambiguity. 

  

 Key Terminology   
 subject, and object 

passive and active  
synonym and antonym 
ellipsis and hyphen  
colon,  semi-colon and bullet points 

  

 



Eastfield Primary School Spoken Language Expectations 

 

Spoken Language Expectations 

A Year 1 Speaker         Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

1 I speak clearly and confidently in front of people in my class.   

2 I can re-tell a well-known story and remember the main characters.   

3 I can hold attention when playing and learning with others.   

4 I can keep to the main topic when we are talking in a group.   

5 I can ask questions in order to get more information.   

6 I can start a conversation with an adult I know well or with my friends.   

7 I listen carefully to the things other people have to say in a group.   

8 I join in with conversations in a group.    

9 I join in with role-play.   

  

Exceeding Year 1 Expectations 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

10 I can explain my answers, arguments and opinions when challenged.   

11 I can give careful descriptions, explanations and narratives for different 
purposes. 

  

12 I can express my personal feelings when involved in discussions.    

13 I can take part keenly in discussions and debates.   

14 I can retell a story I know, remembering details and adding my own point of 
view.  

  

15 I can make changes to events (usually endings) in a familiar story when asked to 
do so. 

  

16 I can consider the views of everyone in a discussion.   

17 I can use appropriate language to ensure the listener knows when something 
happened. 

  

18 I can understand the consequences of what is said to others.   

19 I can summarise the outcome of a discussion.   

 

 

 

 

 



Eastfield Primary School Spoken Language Expectations 

 

Spoken Language Expectations 

A Year 2 Speaker         Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

1 I can ask questions to get more information and clarify meaning.   

2 I can talk in complete sentences.   

3 I can decide when I need to use specific vocabulary.    

4 I can take turns when talking in pairs or a small group.   

5 I am beginning to be aware that formal and informal situations require 
different language. 

  

6 I can retell a story using narrative language and linking words and phrases.   

7 I can hold the attention of people I am speaking to by adapting the way I talk.   

8 I am beginning to understand how to speak for different purposes and 
audiences. 

  

9 I can perform a simple poem from memory.   

 

Exceeding Year 2 Expectations 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

10 I can use different style, tone and loudness of speech when speaking to a larger 
audience. 

  

11 I can help the discussion to go well by listening and responding to others’ ideas.   

12 I can think of some questions about a group of objects that is shared or 
discussed with the class. 

  

13 I can explain the main things I have learnt from a presentation by someone else.   

14 I can talk about why I think certain things happen in science.   

15 I can talk about own feelings when thinking about a story.   

16 I can choose persuasive language to suit the listener   

17 I know when to vary my voice and language to express my feelings at a key 
moment. 

  

18 I can make sure instructions follow one another in sequence.   

19 I can decide how to present a poem dramatically, using all members of the 
group.   

  

 

 

 



Eastfield Primary School Spoken Language Expectations 

 

Spoken Language Expectations 

A Year 3 Speaker        Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

1 I can sequence and communicate ideas in an organised and logical way, always using 
complete sentences. 

  

2 I vary the amount of detail and choice of vocabulary, depending on the purpose and 
the audience.  

  

3 I take a full part in paired and group discussions.    

4 I am beginning to show that I know when Standard English is required and use it.   

5 I can retell a story using narrative language and add relevant detail.   

6 I can show that I have listened carefully because I make relevant comments.   

7 I can present ideas or information to an audience.    

8 I recognise that meaning can be expressed in different ways, depending on the context.   

9 I can perform poems from memory adapting expression and tone as appropriate.   

 

Exceeding Year 3 Expectations 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

10 I can speak with good diction so that those at the rear of the audience can hear clearly 
what I am saying. 

  

11 I can talk about my personal feelings in relation to the way a story starts and ends.   

12 I can ensure that my persuasive talk provokes a strong response.    

13 I can listen to others responsively in discussion and link ideas clearly to what others 
have said, even when my point of view is different. 

  

14 I can make use of what is learnt from a discussion, presentation or broadcast.   

15 I can ensure the language and structure I use when giving instructions are appropriate 
for the task. 

  

16 I can give instructions with clear diction, so that everything can be heard and 
understood. 

  

17 I can adapt instructions to suit different audiences, for example, for adults or younger 
children. 

  

18 I am happy to attempt different roles/responsibilities according to what is needed.   

19 I am happy to look at a different viewpoint to influence my feelings about a character 
or situation. 

  

 

 

 

 



Eastfield Primary School Spoken Language Expectations 

 

Spoken Language Expectations 

A Year 4 Speaker         Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

1 I ask questions to clarify or develop my understanding.    

2 I can sequence, develop and communicate ideas in an organised and logical way, always 
using complete sentences.  

  

3 I show that I understand the main point and the details in a discussion.    

4 I increasingly adapt what I am saying to the needs of the listener or audience.   

5 I show that I know that language choices vary in different contexts.   

6 I can present to an audience using appropriate intonation; controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear. 

  

7 I can justify an answer by giving evidence.    

8 I use Standard English when it is required.   

9 I can perform poems or plays from memory, conveying ideas about characters and 
situations by adapting expression and tone.  

  

 

Exceeding Year 4 Expectations 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

10 I can prepare and deliver a talk to the class on an aspect of learning in science, history 
or geography. 

  

11 I can present a strong argument in a formal debate on an issue, using the language 
and procedures of debating. 

  

12 I can propose and discuss possible explanations and questions (e.g. phenomena in science, 
history or geography) as a basis for planning an investigation with roles, activities and 
resources. 

  

13 I can develop a group presentation that reports recent learning to the class, with 
vocabulary and grammar appropriate to the subject. 

  

14 I can listen to a debate with an open mind, recall the main arguments and decide, for 
clear reasons, which one was most convincing. 

  

15 I can comment on the language used in the arguments presented in a debate.   

16 I can take roles to argue opposing views on an issue, and then discuss ways of dealing 
constructively with disagreement. 

  

17 I can reflect on and evaluate my dramatic presentations and those of others.   

18 I can explain the advantages and disadvantages of the formal rules of debating.   

19 I show a good understanding of what has been said and can introduce new ideas that 
are valid. 

  

 

 

 



Eastfield Primary School Spoken Language Expectations 

 

Spoken Language Expectations 

A Year 5 Speaker       Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 
1 I can engage the listener by varying my expression and vocabulary.    
2 I adapt my spoken language depending on the audience, the purpose or the context.   
3 I can develop my ideas and opinions, providing relevant detail.   
4 I can express my point of view.   
5 I show that I understand the main points, including implied meanings in a discussion.    
6 I listen carefully in discussions. I make contributions and ask questions that are 

responsive to others’ ideas and views. 
  

7 I use Standard English in formal situations.    
8 I am beginning to use hypothetical language to consider more than one possible outcome 

or solution. 
  

9 I can perform my own compositions, using appropriate intonation and volume so that 
meaning is clear. 

  

10 I can perform poems and plays from memory, making careful choices about how I 
convey ideas. I adapt my expression and tone. 

  

11 I am beginning to select the appropriate register according to the context.    

 

Exceeding Year 5 Expectations 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

12 I can organise and shape a talk, making connections between ideas and drawing on 
different points of view. 

  

13 I can use Standard English appropriately.   

14 I can use persuasive language and techniques to influence the listener.   

15 I show an understanding of how and why language choices vary in my own and 
others’ talk in different contexts. 

  

16 I can sustain listening to different sources, retaining or noting key information.    

17 I can speak in extended turns to express ideas and opinions, with some relevant detail.   

18 I can vary vocabulary, grammar, and non-verbal features to suit the audience, 
purpose, and context. 

  

19 I can sustain listening to different sources, retaining or noting key information.    

20 I can listen to others in discussion and link my own ideas clearly to others’ views .    

 

 

 

 

 



Eastfield Primary School Spoken Language Expectations 

 

Spoken Language Expectations 

A Year 6 Speaker        Pupil’s Name: ___________________________ 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

1 I talk confidently and fluently in a range of situations, using formal and Standard 
English, if necessary. 

  

2 I ask questions to develop ideas and take account of others’ views.   

3 I explain ideas and opinions giving reasons and evidence.    

4 I take an active part in discussions and can take on different roles.   

5 I listen to, and consider the opinions of, others in discussions.   

6 I make contributions to discussions, evaluating others’ ideas and responding to them.   

7 I can sustain and argue a point of view in a debate, using the formal language of 
persuasion.  

  

8 I can express possibilities using hypothetical and speculative language.   

9 I engage listeners through choosing appropriate vocabulary and register that is matched to 
the context. 

  

10 I can perform my own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume and expression so 
that literal and implied meaning is clear. 

  

11 I can perform poems and plays from memory, making deliberate choices about how to 
convey ideas about characters, contexts and atmosphere. 

  

 

Exceeding Year 6 Expectations 

 EXPECTATIONS SEEN SECURE 

12 I can adapt spoken language confidently according to the demands of the context. .    

13 I understand that there are different levels of formality within Standard English and 
that this is dependent upon the context. (formal, informal and neutral) 

  

14 I can make considered choices about the required register and vocabulary I need to use to 
engage my audience, according to the context.  

  

15 I can ask pertinent questions to develop and extend ideas.    

16 I can articulate ideas and opinions, using evidence and explanation in support.   

17 I participate in discussions, listen attentively and respond to others’ points of view, drawing 
on evidence and explaining my ideas.  

  

18 I can adopt group roles and responsibilities independently, drawing ideas together and 
promoting effective discussion. 

  

19 I can debate an issue, structuring a logical argument using formal discursive language and 
responding to the opposite point of view.  

  

20 I can explore complex ideas and feelings in a range of ways, both succinct and extended.   

21 I can maintain generally controlled and effective organisation of talk to guide the listener.   

22 I can perform my own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume and expression to 
engage my audience. 

  

23 
 

I can perform poems or plays from memory, making deliberate choices about how I convey 
ideas about characters, contexts and atmosphere, to engage a specific audience.  
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