
 

 

 

 

Reception Spring 2: 
The Land Before Time 
- Giant egg 
- Prehistoric Record Breakers 
- Harry & Bucketful of Dinosaurs 
Go to School 
- Stomp, Chomp, Big Roar 
- The Dinosaur Who Lost His Roar 
 
Author Focus: 
Allan Ahlberg, Mick Inkpen 

 

Maths: Number (40-60m/ELG) 
40-60m: Continuing to work on number values to at least 10. Working out/knowing 1 more. 
Finding the total of 2 groups by counting all of the objects. Using vocabulary related to adding and 
subtracting. 
ELG: Counting reliably with numbers from 1-20. Ordering numbers from 1-20. Adding or 
subtracting two single-digit numbers using objects/quantities. 
EMU, Number of the Day/Week, Numicon, adding using dinosaurs, subtracting using dinosaurs, 
rhymes for 1 less/subtraction (5 currant buns, 5 little ducks, 5 sausages sizzling, 5 little monkeys). 

 

Maths: Shape, Space and Measure (40-60m/ELG) 
3D shapes: Naming (cube, cone, sphere, pyramid, cuboid, cylinder), 
describing their features (corners, faces) and identifying examples of 
them in everyday objects.  
Size: Measuring size using non-standard units, comparing sizes of 
objects/pictures we have measured, solving a problem about size. 
Recognising and creating patterns. 
EMU, shape hunt indoor/outdoor, measuring dinosaurs/bones, 
dinosaur patterns, Easter egg patterns. 

Personal Social and Emotional development (40-60m) 

• Self-confidence & self-awareness: Confident to talk about what I 
feel I am good at. 

• Managing feelings & behaviour: Beginning to negotiate and solve 
problems/conflicts in a positive manner. Understanding how my 
actions affect others. 

• Making relationships: Asking appropriate questions of others. 
SEAL/circle times, talking about everyday conflicts/problems in the 
classroom. 
 

Understanding the world (40-60m/ELG) 

• People & communities: ELG: Talking about past/present events in 
own and family members’ lives. Talking about similarities/differences 
between ourselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions. Being sensitive to others’ like/dislikes. 

• The world: 40-60m: Asking appropriate questions. 40-60m/ELG: 
Children know about similarities, differences, patterns and change in 
relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about 
the features of their own immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another. 

• Technology: Completing simple programs that have been modelled. 
Circle times. R.E. (Shrove Tuesday, Mother’s Day, Easter). Similarities and 
differences between eggs/dinosaurs. Comparing Kingwood & school. 

 
 

Literacy: Reading (40-60m/ELG) 
40-60m: Blending/reading short words. Linking sounds and letter names to letters. 
Continuing a rhyming string/list. Understanding that information can be gained from 
books/computers. Beginning to read simple sentences. 
ELG: Reading and understanding simple sentences. Using phonic knowledge to decode/read 
aloud regular words. Reading ‘Tricky words’. Showing understanding when talking to others 
about what they have read. 
Phase 3 phonics, home reading books, Read & Respond, Reading/Book Corner, story times, 
Smartkids games, dinosaur yes/no questions in Smartboard. 

Literacy: Writing (40-60m/ELG)  
Using clear letters to communicate meaning. Writing our names. Writing short 
words. Writing labels and captions. Beginning to write simple sentences. 
ELG: Using phonic sounds to write words. Writing some ‘Tricky’ words. Writing 
simple sentences that can be read by others and myself. 
Name-writing practise, learning letter formation through Phonics & Handwriting 
sessions, writing labels/lists/captions/sentences about dinosaurs (e.g. about their 
differing body parts/habitats/movements or retelling the story). 
 

Communication, Language and Literacy (30-50m/40-60m) 

• Listening & attention: Maintaining attention for a longer period. 

• Understanding: 30-50m: Answering ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 40-
60m:  Following a story without needing pictures or prompts.  

• Speaking: 30-50m: Speaking in clear, longer sentences. Using the 
correct tense. Questioning why. 40-60m: Extending vocabulary by 
grouping and exploring new words. Using talk to clarify my thinking 
and ideas.  

Talk for writing, role-play opportunities relating to the dinosaur stories that 
we have read, Talk Partners, check-in/out, learning the dinosaurs’ names. 
 

Physical Development (40-60m) 

• Moving & handling: Gross motor: 
Experimenting with different 
ways of moving. Jumping & 
landing appropriately. 
Negotiating space & travelling 
with confidence & skill. Showing 
increasing control over 
tools/objects. 

• Moving & handling: Fine motor: 
Using anticlockwise 
movements/retracing vertical 
lines to form recognisable letters. 

• Health & self-care: Recognising 
the need for a healthy lifestyle. 
Managing some appropriate risks 
within the setting.  

P.E. sessions, Tumble Tots/Wake Up 
Shake Up sessions, outdoor provision, 
Handwriting sessions, PD focus day, 
moving like a dinosaur. 

Expressive Art and Design (40-60m) 

• Exploring & using media & materials: Mixing colours. Using simple tools 
and techniques competently and appropriately to shape, assemble and join 
materials. Combining media to create new effects. Selecting appropriate 
resources & adapting work as necessary. Building a repertoire of songs and 
dances. Exploring sounds of instruments. 

• Being imaginative: Creating simple representations of events, people and 
objects. Choosing particular colours for a purpose. Initiating new 
movements/gestures to express feelings, ideas and experiences. Playing 
cooperatively as part of a group to develop/act out a narrative. 

Art activities, dancing (moving) like a dinosaur, using instruments to create 
dinosaur sounds, role-play/puppets/small world relating to the dinosaur stories 
that we have read. 


